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Opening Thoughts:

All of God’s giants have been weak men and women who did great things for God because they reckoned on God being with them. Every weakness contains the potential to find strength. Consider Paul’s statement in II Cor. 12:9 “For my strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Our personal weaknesses can often become the foundation of renewed strength and hope. 

As one owns and accepts their own weaknesses, they become less critical of others.  We know that weakness is realized and can be turned into strength that is celebrated. 

Christ had moments of weakness, but yet they did not overtake Him or defeat Him. That is why we do have One who can enable us to overcome. Christ can enable us to overcome because He overcame.
I. A Disrupted Relationship (Vss. 1-5)
· For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: 2 Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity. 3 And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. 4 And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. 5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee.
The very idea that a Priest was needed indicated that. If the relationship was right, God would not have needed a Priest. 

A. The High Priest Qualification
B. The High Priest Ministry
These Jews in their new walk could not forget the old way.  They had been accustomed in knowing they had someone who “stood in the gap.” So, they needed to know as “Christians” who would be in the gap.
·  He had to be sympathetic
· Num. 15:25 (Ask the class to turn to) 25 And the priest shall make an atonement for all the congregation of the children of Israel, and it shall be forgiven them; for it is ignorance: and they shall bring their offering, a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord, and their sin offering before the Lord, for their ignorance:
Note: A Priest (earthly) could do nothing for the sinner, only for the sin. 

II. Melchizedek and the Messiah Priesthood (Vss. 5-10)
· 5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. 6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; 8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 10 Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.
A. Christ Chosen 
· Ps. 2:7 7 I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.
· What a close picture of Christ. 
1. Christ King and Priest
2. Christ the True Son of God. 
3. Christ Reign is forever. 
B. Christ prayed (Vs. 7)
· 7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;

· Jesus did not want to die in the Garden. 
· Luke 22:40-42 40 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. 41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, 42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.
C. Christ’s Blessings (Vs. 8)
· 8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;
Often the best, and sometimes the only way to learn sympathy is by your own suffering. 
Application:

1. You and I live in the new Covenant, but there is a gap (sin). So, we still need our High Priest. 
2. What lessons does obedience tell us about maturity and growth?
3. What gets in our way of being obedient?
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