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How to Practice Unity 

Anchor Scripture: John 17:20-23 20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray 

also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may 

be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so 

that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory 

that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in 

me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that 

you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

Working Definition of Unity: It is the state of being connected in 

sentiment, affection, and behavior towards others through Christ. 

Looking at Christ’s fervent prayer, He made reference to the word 

“One” three (3) times in John 17:20-23. The significance in that is that 

it could be a reference to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Being in 

unity is just like this - each of them plays a significant role, yet they are 

three individuals that function as one. They each have a role, and they 

each work within that role to get the job done.   

Practicing unity starts with Christ and knowing the purpose you have 

in His Kingdom.   

Too many times, we all try to aspire for what we want to do versus what 

Christ has assigned the Church to do.  
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➢ Oneness is a symbol of harmony. 

➢ Oneness is a symbol of collaboration. 

God desires that the Church operates in a spirit of harmony. 

In music, harmony is defined as the combination of simultaneously 

sounded musical notes that produce chords and chord progressions 

having a pleasing effect.  

God desires that His Church: 

1) Strives to work in the spirit of togetherness.  

➢ I Cor. 3:9a (KJV) 9 For we are labourers together with God.  

 

2) Strives to work together to be productive.  

➢ John 15:2, 5, 16 (KJV) 
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every 

branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more 

fruit. 

 
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 

him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 

nothing. 

 
16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 

that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 

remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he 

may give it you. 

 

3) Strives not to be in competition, but in cooperation. 

➢ Phil. 2:3(a) (ESV) 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit. 

 

I. The Church Must Be in Harmonizing Oneness  

Look at how easy disunity can happen in the Church:  

➢ I Cor. 1:11-17 My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s 

household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. What 

I mean is this: One of you says, “ I follow Paul”; another, “I follow 
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Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas; still another, “I follow Christ.” 

Is Christ divided?? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in 

the name of Paul? I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except 

Crispus and Gaius, so no one can say that you baptized in my name. 

(Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t 

remember if I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to 

baptize, but to preach the gospel---not with wisdom and eloquence, 

lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

A. We may not all agree on everything, but one thing we must 

know is that Christ is the center. If everything doesn’t point to 

Christ, then we cannot be unified as a body. Unity sees the 

bigger picture. 

B. It is clear that Christ sees the whole picture.   

Think of it like this - when you see a puzzle board, you see the 

whole picture and what it should look like on the outside box.  

Your task is to put the pieces together until it looks like the 

outside. This is a picture of unity. We are the pieces that Christ 

uses to form the complete picture. We all have a role, function, 

and assignment. If we all function inside the role Christ gave us, 

unity will discover how we fit in His picture.  

II. We Are Unified When We Encourage Each Other 

➢ 2 Cor. 13:9-11 9 We are glad whenever we are weak, but you are 

strong; and our prayer is that you may be fully restored. 10 This is why I 

write these things when I’m absent, that when I come I may not have to be 

harsh in my use of authority---the authority the Lord gave me for building 

you up, not for tearing you down. 11Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! 

Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in 

peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. 
 

A. Unity Builds 

It does not destroy. It brings people together; it does not pull each 

other apart. It lifts up instead of pulling down. 

➢ Rom. 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of 

the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
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III. Unity Brings Harmony With Your Brother/Sister  

Harmony is created in music when everyone can sing their note and 

balance it with the other notes of the sections. If someone sings too 

loudly or softly, then that creates disharmony. Perfect harmony is 

achieved when each section contributes, and it sounds like one 

voice. 

➢ Phillippians 2:1-3 Therefore if you have any encouragement from 

being united with Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any common 

sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my 

joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 

spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 

conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves. 
- Connections 

- Commitment  

 

A. Unity Blesses  

➢ Ps. 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 

dwell together in unity! 

 

We are tied together in faith and fellowship, and it blesses the 

ministry.  

 

It’s an incentive for others to follow.  

1) It blesses those who commit to unity. 

2) It blesses the kingdom agenda when believers show unity. 

Recap: 

1. We are unified through knowing our purpose. 

2. We are unified through our encouragement of each other. 

3. We are unified when we are in harmony with your brother. 


